
LESSON
TWO

OVERVIEW: Addressing questions centered around what divides our city and 
churches based on race, social economic differences, and systematic injustices.

PLAY VIDEO - LESSON TWO, SEGMENT ONE

LESSON TWO BIBLE STUDY: (SEGMENT ONE)

PPastor Keith has introduced us to the problem of an "Us" against "Them" mentality, 
and challenged us to live above that standard as children of God. We recognize that 
within the context of a life group, there are many followers of Jesus who strive every 
day to live in an unusual manner among their neighbors. Our call is for a much 
higher level of living. It is a challenge to do more than simply going to church and 
checking a box, but instead to get involved in every aspect of the business of the 
Kingdom of God. 

Jesus said,  "Be careful not to do Jesus said,  "Be careful not to do your ̀acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen 
by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. "So when 
you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have 
received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you." — Matthew 6:1-4
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The Bible is very specific about how God feels about people who just check the 
church box each week. Read these verses together. Discuss the implications of 
simply worshiping without serving or living in a way that does not please God.  

These passages point directly at the problem of allowing injustice to rule unchecked, 
and oppression to be placed upon widows and orphans. 

AMOS 5:21-24 (NIV)
"I hate, I despise "I hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies. Even though 
you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you 
bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. Away with the noise 
of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on like a 
river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!

ZECHARIAH 7:9-10 (NIV)
"This is what the Lord Almigh"This is what the Lord Almighty says: ̀Administer true justice; show mercy and 
compassion to one another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or 
the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each other.' 

Micah 6:6-8 (NIV)
With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God? Shall With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God? Shall 
I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be 
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I offer my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has 
showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
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Paul calls for us to be a mighty army of likeminded, Jesus-channeling, 
oppression-stomping, living sacrifices! Read the following passage as a personal 
challenge to your life group. 

ROMANS 12:1-8, 16 (NIV)
Therefore, I urge Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God---this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is---his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. Just as 
each of us has one body with maeach of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have 
the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If 
a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, 
let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; 
if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, 
let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. . . . Live in 
harmoharmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people 
of low position. Do not be conceited.

Now let's let a major prophet have the last word. Isaiah wrote some 700 years prior 
to the birth of Christ. Here's what he had to say about those willing to answer the 
call to help others:

Play Video - Lesson Two, Segment Two
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